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REPORT BY Mr., L. GLAUERT ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF
A CONFERENCE ‘‘TO DETERMINE WHETHER CER-
TAIN BIRDS, ETC., SHOULD BE DECLARED VERMIN
OR OTHERWISE."’

At the March meeling of the Royal Society Mi. J. Clark and
I were appointed delegates to attend this Conference. It was
held at the Rabbit Branch on Mareh 23vd, 1921. The following
persons were preseit:—

The Hon. €. I°. Baxter, Minister for Agriculture.

My, Lane-Poole, Congervalor of Forests.

Mr. Male, Pastoralists” Association,

Myr. Shalleross, . .

Mr. Aldrich, Chief Inspector of Wishevies.

Mr. ITamilton, Fducation Department.

Mr. Le Souet, Dircetor of the Zoo.

Mr. 1. Glanert, W.A, Musemn, and Roval Society,

AMre. J. Clark, Royal Society and Forestry Department

Mr. Newimun, Entomologist, Department ol Agrieul-
tnre,

Mr. A, Crawford, Chief Imspector of Rabbits,

Mr., Amold, Assistant Inspeetor of Rabbits,

My, G, W. Wickens, Officer in Charge of Fruit Industries.

The subjects dealt with werc:—
1.—The Domestic Cat gone Wild:

Mr. Crawford said that he was responsible for having the eal
cazetted as protected. There was no doubt cats did a great deal of
destruction, and in certain distriets were responsible for keeping
the rvabbits down. For a good muny years past he had noficed
that many of the native hirds had practieally disappeared, and
he had very serious doubts as {o the advisability of protectg the
domestic cat. Tle referred to the greal desiruetion that was going
on in the mulea iu the Upper Murchison and Gascoyne, 1t
appeared to him that it was due to a bectle that boved mto the
roots. Ile had liad some voots examined and in every case there
were or had Dbeen “hardies” in themn. TFormerly the nalives had
been the prineipal check, but they had disappeared. Other cheeks
were the bnteher-birds, magpies, erows, ete. Most of these were
now being killed by cats, as also were thie other insectivorons hirds,
oround larks, pipits, ete., which were being destroyed wholesale,
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1he-c0nc1ublon lie had come to was that, thongh the cat may do a
considerable amonnt of good in (he destruction of rabbits, the evil
it did wag far greater. He thought that if the continual decrease,
and even extermination, of our insectivorous birds continued, the
insect pests wonld become quite as bad as the rabbit.

Mr. Clark confirtmed Mr, Crawford’s vemarks regarding the
destruction of the big mulga,

Megsrs. Newman, Le Souef, Aldrich, and Hamilton jowned m
the discussion.

The motion “‘That the Domestic Cal gone wild be declared
vermin'’ was proposed by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Le Souef,
ad carried.

1I.—Crovws, including Ravens:

Mr., Crawlord said he had received a large number of applica-
tions from Reads Boards and Vermin Boards and from private
individuals asking that c¢rows should be declared vermin. This,
however, had not been done because he thonght that the little
damage the erow did was not worth taking inlo consideration com-
pared with the great amount of good it did. Investigation had
shiown it to be one of the most valuable insectivorous birds of
Westeru New South Wales. [t was an important factor in the
destruetion of blow(ly mageots and carrion,

Messrs. Newman, Aldvich, (Hlavert, Male, Hamilton and Le
Souel confirmed and extended Mr. Crawiord's remarks, Mr. Male
adding that the erow was valuable in picking tick off eattle. As
far as West Kimberley distriet was concerned he thought that
crows should be protected.

The motion “That the Crow be placed on the Giame List” was
proposed by Mr, Crawtord, seconded by Mr. Glauevt, and carvied,

Mr. Glauert pointed out that it a bird was placed on the (rame
Tist it did not necessarily mean that it was protected in every
part of the State throughout the year. If the crow were simply
placed on the Game Tist it would still be possible to approaclr tie
Depariment and have it protected for, say, six or nine months of
the year.

Mr. Aldrieh said that if in a partienlar distriet the inhabitants
wanted to destroy crows they could put m an application for per-
mission to do so.

111.—Wallabies and Tammars:

My, Crawford said that a great number of complaints had
been received from the Angusta, Denmark, and Manjimup dis-
tricts, and also from the South-West District Vermin Board, but
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action could not be taken ag ihe Ifisheries Department dechined
{o declare wallabies vermin.  1fov many years the country hetween
Denmark and Yallingup had been the prineipal breeding ground
ol the dingo. The Department had taken extvewme measures against
dingoes during the last two ov {hree years, and had destroyed some
five o1 six Thousand. Dingoes, which were a natural cheek on the
wallabies aud tammars, had been removed, und the latter were now
inereasing enormonsly.  In many places it was nnpossible o grow
vegelables and potatoes, and in the drier tune of the vear the
wallabies barvk the I'ruit trees.

Mr. Glauert pointed ont that there weve vavious species of
\\Hl]ld])l(’s, and sugeested that steps be taken to wdentify the harm-
fnl speeies, so thal those not vesponsible for the damage might
escape destruetion.

Messrs. Crawflord, Wickens, and Le Souef continued the dis-
cussion, and Me. Aldvieh added (hat, it the desire was to declave
wallabies vermin  thronghout the State, he would offer strong
opposition. e considered that if the warsnpials were extermin-
ated the dingo wonld become a bigger menace than ever.

After Mr. Male and My, Crawlord had made further remarks,
the motion “That Wallabies and Tammars be deelared vermin in
certain distiiets, these distriets to be delined by the Chief Inspector
of Fisheries and the Chielf Inspector of Rabbits,” moved by Mr.
Crawford and second by Mr. Wickens, was carred.

IV —Silver Eyes:

Mr, Crawflovd said that varions Marmers’ Asgsoeiations and
Boavrds had asked that silver eyes be declaved vermin, Up o date
he had not done so. Silver Tyes did a lot of damage to soft frnits
Al cortain thnes of the vear, but dining the rest of the year they
were almost entirely ]IIHT‘("(]\'()I‘O]lS. Tle did not therefore feel
justified in declaring them vermin,

After the matier had been diseussed by Messrs, Aldvich, Le
Qouef. Wickens and Clak, it was woved by Mr. Hamilton and

secondaed by Mr. Glauert “That wo action be taken in regard to
Silver Byes at present, and that the stomachs of Silver Kyes
should be examined for, say, a year. so that a fairly aeccurate
aceonnt of (he food supply of this particular spectes might he
oiven,”  This was carried.

V.—Taele-llawks or Wedge-tailed Fagles:

Mr Crawlord said that eagle-hinwks had been declared vermin
some time agzo,  1le mel some members of the R.A.O.U, veeently,
{he majorily of whom said Wb was a mistake to have the eagle-

hawks deelared vevmin.
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Mr. Glagert proposed, and My, Le Sonel seconded, “That the
Iiagle-Hawk be taken oll the Vermm list.”

After an mumated discussion it was moved by M. Hannlton
and seconded by Me, Clark, “That lagle-Tlawks be allowed fo re-
main on the Vernun List, and if possible further inquirtes be made
regarding their uselulness.””  This was cavried alter the previous
motion had been withdrawn,

VI—Parrvots (1he Twenty-cight and the W, Rosella or Yellow-
chieeked Parrokeet) :

Mr. Crawford sad a good wmany people had wreilien about
these parrots.

My, Glauert was of opinton that doring the season of the year
when there were no soft fruils these parrots did good by eating
the sceds of weeds, cfe

AMler a discussion, m which Messrs, Crawlord, Wickens, Male
and 1Tamilton joined, it was moved by Mr. Crawlord, and sceonded
by Mr. Wickens, “That the Twenby-eight Parvol and the Yellow-
cheeked Parrokeet (otherwise known as the West Australian
Rosella) he deelaved vermin.”  Carried.

VIL.—Goanna or Gilant Lizard:

Mr. Aldrich said he was responsible for proleefing the goanna
by adding it to the Game Tast.

Mr. Crawford wave instances of linding Tony to six rabbils in-
side a goanna, 1le stated also that the bob-tanled lizard should
he protected as it ale a greal many mseets.

Moved hy Mr. Glanert, seconded by My, Clavk, “T'hat Goannas
he protected.”  Carried.

VIIT—Butclier-hirds and Squeakers (already profected) :

Mo Aldvieh said thal the butcherbivd was inetuded in the
(fame Act,

Messrs, Wickeng, Newman, Glanert, Aldrvich and  Hanmilton
joined in the discussion.

Moved by Mr. Clavk, scconded by Mr. Glauert, “That the
2

matter be left as it stands pending further investigations,
Carried.

IX.—Doves:

Mr. Crawford said that doves, in and around Perth, were
regular garbage eaters,

After a slight discussion it was deeided Lo take no action,
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X—Emns:

Mr. Le Souet said thal emus spread the zamia pahn seeds in
all directions, resulting in the poisoning of ealtle.

A short diseussion took place. Moved by Mr. Glauert, aud
. ) T I LY, ——— , 0 i .. /]
seconded by Mr. Newman, “That the matter of fthe utility of the
Emn be investigated.” Carrvied.

My, Clark said that there were two or three (uestions un-
touched.  H would be a good thing 1if the representalives could
nmeet again to go further mto the varions subjects, Many things
eould be investigated 1 {he meantime, At the end of 12 monihs,
no doubt, it would be possible fo speak definitely on many ol the
items brought before the conference. Tt was no good investigaling
A matter nnless a commtiee or the whole of the conference sat
frequently to deal with the work done.

My, Male considered the suggestion a good one. 1le thought
that muelh good might be done if a reconmendation were made to
the Minister 1o make the conlerence a move or less permanent
body, to meet at intervals.  Commuttees coald be appomnted {o
condnet definite inquiries,

Myr. Glauert recommended the formation of a small conunitiee
{o nndertake the mvestication of the stomach contents of birds.
Tle was of opinion that i1t could be mundertaken by members of the
Couference. Mr. Newman and My, Clark conld idenfify the msects
and supply all information vegavding them, and any information
desirved as to the identity of birds, cte., conld be oblained from the
Mugeun.

My, Hamilion satd he was hearfily in aceord with the views
of My, Clark and Mr. Glavert. There were men in Western Aus-
fralia eapable of doing very gzood work in these directions, and
who were sullicienily enthusiastic to give a portion of their fime
{0 it. As seitlement progressed we would find thai these problems
heeame more and more important.  He thonght a recommendation
should be made to the Minister to form some kind of advisory
body to assist in working out problems of this nature,

Mr. Aldvich supported Mr. Hamilton, 1le considered that a
series of investieations shonld be carried ont, extending over a
considerable time.

The TTon. My, Baxter said fivst of all he wished to thank the
eentlemen present who had come forward aud made the conference
sieh a success.  In regard fo the wild eat, they had come {o a
definite eonclusion which would be helpful.  They had supported
{he Department in the stand taken in rvegard to the goanna. He
thoneht the Conference had been a very valuable one and trusted
it was not going to be the last. Regarding the committee whieh
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had been suggested, he welcomed the proposal, but considered that
they should go a little further and decide upon the econstitution
of the commitiee that day. TFe was quite prepared to recognise
the commiifee. He trusted that the members of the Conference
had enjoyed the meefing as well as he had.

Mr. A. Male said that after hearine Mr. Baxter’s remarks he
{hought that My, Clark’s motion should be made a definite resolu-

tion, and that names for the proposed committee should be
suggested.

It was moved by Mr. Hamilton, and seconded by Mr. Glauert,
“That a small Conunittee be appoinied, with power to add to their
number, for the purpose of ecarrying on investigation work.”
Carried.

It was moved by Mr. Hamilton, and seconded by Mr. Le Souef,
“That the following gentlemen form the Committee to initiate the
work of investigation:—Messrs. Crawford, Male, Clark, Aldrich,
and (lauvert.” Carried.

Moved by Mr. Aldrich, seconded by Mr. Crawford, “That Mr.
(lavert be appointed convenor.” Carried.



